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Module  6 - Interaction  Among  Nations,  1919-1945:  Overview 

In  this  module  the  students  will  be  examining  the  major  interactions  of  nations  between  1919  and 
1945.  The  Treaty  of  Versailles  resulted  in  many  changes  for  countries,  territorially  as  well  as 
socially.  The  destructiveness  of  war  led  nations  to  search  for  international  peace.  Collective  security 
arrangements  such  as  the  League  of  Nations  failed  in  preventing  conflicts,  and  the  economic 
depression  of  the  1930s  put  a strain  on  countries  and  on  international  relations.  In  an  attempt  to  feel 
more  secure,  some  nations  resorted  to  aggressive  and  militaristic  policies.  By  1939  nations  had  come 
full  circle.  They  were  again  engulfed  in  war. 


Section  1 : 

, / 

Changes 

Resulting  from 

l World  War  1 Jj 

Evaluation 

The  evaluation  of  this  module  will  be  based  on  two  assignments.  The  assignment  breakdown  is  as 
follows: 


Section  2 Assignment  60% 

Section  3 Assignment  40% 


TOTAL  100% 
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Section  1:  Changes  Resulting  from  World  War  I 

Key  Concepts: 

• national  security 

• collective  security 

• reparations 

• self-determination 

• isolationism 

In  this  section  students  will  examine  the  peace  settlements  of  World  War  I and  the  motives  that 
influenced  the  actions  of  nations  involved.  Physical  boundaries  of  countries  changed,  keeping  in 
mind  the  principle  of  self-determination,  or  the  right  of  national  groups  to  be  independent  and 
establish  their  own  governments.  Students  will  also  examine  a number  of  consequences  of  World 
War  I:  the  creation  of  new  social  roles  and  attitudes  to  war  and  the  rise  of  the  United  States  and 
Japan  as  major  economic  and  military  powers. 

Generalizations: 

• Major  interactions  among  nations  often  result  in  change  within  countries. 

• Global  interaction  results  in  new  directions,  and  international  relationships. 


Teaching  Suggestions: 

There  are  newly  available  for  rental  in  video  a number  of  short  films  about  women  produced  in 
the  1940s  and  1950s  that  could  be  used  in  Section  / ( Social  Change): 

Women  at  War  (1942)  - Women’s  participation  in  the  war  effort  in  Britain. 

Proudly  She  Marches  (1943) 

Careers  and  Cradles  (1947) 

Women  Breaking  Through 

- National  Film  Board  of  Canada 
P.O.  Box  6100 
Montreal,  Quebec 
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Section  1 : Activity  1 

1 , What  was  life  like  for  soldiers  in  the  trenches? 

Trenches  were  cold , wet,  and  infested  with  lice  and  rats  - a miserable  existence  for  soldiers  who 
lived  in  them. 

2,  When  war  was  declared  in  August  1914,  many  individuals  on  both  English  and  German  sides 
“wanted”  to  have  a war. 

a.  Can  you  give  any  reasons  why  some  individuals  today  would  “want”  a war? 

Some  people  may  wish  to  make  money,  e.g.s  war  profiteers. 

Other  reasons  might  be  power , prestige,  or  economics. 

b.  Do  you  think  there  are  ever  any  good  reasons  for  declaring  war?  Explain. 

You  decide.  Answers  will  vary. 

3.  What  were  the  conditions  like  in  London,  England  near  the  end  of  World  War  I? 

Food  rationing  was  in  effect;  life  was  harsh. 

4.  a.  What  is  the  common  attitude  towards  war  shared  by  those  two  sources? 

The  war  causes  misery  and  hardship.  Both  writers  wish  the  war  was  over. 

b.  Give  one  example  from  each  source  to  explain  what  you  mean. 

Source  I - The  soldier  states  that  his  life  in  the  trenches  is  a miserable  existence. 

Source  II  - food  rationing,  effects  of  warfare,  chlorine  gas 

Section  1 : Activity  2 

1.  Compare  the  1914  and  1919  maps  of  Europe  and  list  the  new  countries  that  were  created  by  the 
Treaty  of  Versailles. 

Czechoslovakia,  Poland , Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  and  Yugoslavia  were  new  countries  created 
by  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 

2.  What  country  gained  the  most  territory? 

France  gained  the  most  territory. 
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5. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 
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Which  nation  lost  the  most  territory? 

Germany  lost  the  most  territory . 

What  new  nations  emerged  from  Austria-Hungary? 

Austria  and  Hungary  emerged  as  new  nations. 

Which  two  countries  changed  their  names? 

Russia  became  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  and  the  Ottoman  Empire  became  Turkey. 

What  was  the  main  motive  of  each  of  the  following  powers  when  they  were  determining  the 
peace  treaty? 

a.  France:  France  wanted  revenge  - to  punish  Germany. 

b.  United  States:  United  States  wanted  peace. 

c.  Great  Britain:  Great  Britain  wanted  fair  play. 

Why  did  the  defeated  Germans  hope  that  the  treaty  would  be  based  on  Wilson’s  Fourteen  Points? 

The  Fourteen  Points  stressed  peace , international  cooperation  and  fair  play.  If  followed,  the 
peace  treaty  would  not  be  too  harsh  on  Germany. 

In  your  own  words,  explain  the  meaning  of  the  following  terms: 

a.  Self-determination:  letting  national  groups  become  independent  and  form  their  own 
government 

b.  War  guilt:  the  admission  Germany  was  forced  to  make  that  the  war  was  its  fault 

c.  Reparations:  payments  countries  make  to  pay  for  war  damage 
What  organization,  aimed  at  stopping  future  wars,  was  to  be  set  up? 

The  League  of  Nations  was  to  be  set  up  to  stop  future  wars. 

List  four  ways  in  which  Germany  felt  it  was  “punished”  by  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 

Ways  in  which  Germany  felt  “punished  ” included  the  following: 

•It  had  to  give  up  European  Territory . 

• It  lost  all  its  colonies. 

•It  was  forced  to  admit  that  it  had  started  the  war. 
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• It  had  to  make  reparations  payments. 

Did  you  think  of  others? 

1 1 . Which  of  the  above  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  was  intended  to  prevent  Germany  from 
starting  another  war? 

Abolishing  the  airforce  and  severely  limiting  the  army  and  navy  were  intended  to  prevent 
Germany  from  starting  another  war. 

12.  Keeping  in  mind  the  motives  of  the  countries  involved  in  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  (France  - 
revenge,  U.S.A.  - peace,  Britain  - fair  play)  why  do  you  think  cooperation  among  nations  is 
so  difficult? 

This  question  asks  for  your  own  opinion,  but  - it  is  hard  for  nations  to  cooperate  when  they 
have  opposing  motives,  e.g.,  France  wanted  revenge  and  the  USA.  wanted  peace. 

13.  The  term  “peace”  has  many  meanings.  It  could  mean  the  absence  of  war,  or  nations  working 
together  for  the  good  of  all  countries.  Do  you  think  this  was  a “peaceful”  treaty?  Explain  the 
reasons  for  your  answer. 

This  question  asks  for  your  own  opinion. 


Section  1 : Activity  3 

1 . Name  two  jobs  done  by  women  in  wartime. 

Examples  of  jobs  done  by  women  in  wartime: 

• delivering  mail 

• working  in  munitions  factories 

2.  Explain  why  women  who  had  never  worked  before  often  chose  nursing  over  factory  work? 

Women  from  well-to-do  homes  felt  more  comfortable  and  useful  nursing  and  didn’t  feel  they 
needed  to  be  paid. 

3.  Below  is  a sample  of  the  yearly  wages  of  four  working  groups.  Based  on  this  information,  do 
you  feel  nurses  receive  a decent  wage  today?  Explain. 

Answers  will  vary,  but  most  people  would  probably  feel  they  do. 

4.  If  you  know  someone  who  is  a nurse,  discuss  with  that  person  the  reasons  he  or  she  feels  that 
attitudes  towards  nurses  have  changed.  List  the  reasons  below. 

Answers  will  vary.  Society  in  general  feels  that  nursing  is  a responsible  job  and  deserves  a 
decent  wage. 
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5.  Since  World  War  I,  how  have  attitudes  changed  about  the  type  of  jobs  women  can  do?  Give  two 
examples. 

• Most  people  believe  women  are  as  capable  as  men  and  support  the  idea  that  women  can  work 
outside  the  home  at  any  job  they  choose. 

• Our  laws  support  the  belief  that  women  should  be  paid  the  same  wage  as  men  for  the  same 
work. 

Section  1 : Activity  4 

1.  List  two  factors  that  led  to  the  United  States’  becoming  a world  power. 

a.  The  U.S.  lent  money  to  European  nations  after  the  war;  they  controlled  world  banking . 

b.  Being  rich  in  resources,  the  U.S.  dominated  international  trade. 

2.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  terms  that  follow: 

a.  Isolationism:  attempting  not  to  get  involved  in  international  affairs 

b.  Tariffs:  taxes  on  goods  coming  into  the  country 

3.  What  two  steps  did  the  U.S.  government  take  to  limit  its  involvement  with  other  nations  in  the 
early  1920s? 

The  U.S . government 

• limited  immigration  to  the  United  States 

• limited  foreign  imports  by  introducing  high  tariffs 

4.  Where  did  Germany  get  this  money  to  pay  off  its  reparations  payments? 

Germany  borrowed  money  from  the  United  States  to  pay  reparations. 

5.  Where  did  European  countries  get  the  money  to  repay  American  bankers  their  loans? 

European  countries  got  the  money  from  German  reparations  payments. 

6.  Explain  two  reasons  why  the  Japanese  were  angry  with  the  United  States? 

The  Japanese  were  angry  because  the  US. 

• restricted  Japanese  trade  to  the  United  States 

• restricted  Japanese  immigration  to  the  United  States 
1.  Why  did  Japan  invade  Manchuria? 

The  need  for  raw  materials  and  living  space  would  result  in  Japan  s invading  Manchuria. 
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8.  List  the  following  events  in  chronological  order  (the  order  in  which  they  occurred)  by  placing  the 
numbers  from  1 to  6 in  the  blank  in  front  of  each. 


a.  United  States’  restrictive  immigration  and  tariff  policies  go  into  effect. 

b.  Germany  pays  reparations  for  destruction  caused  by  World  War  I. 

c.  Canadian  women  over  the  age  of  thirty  get  the  right  to  vote. 


d.  The  United  States  demands  that  European  nations  pay  off  their  American 
loans. 

e.  The  United  States  loans  money  to  European  nations  during  World  War  I. 

f.  A world  economic  depression  begins. 


Section  1 : Activity  5 

1 . List  one  motive  (aim)  of  each  of  the  following  agreements  that  shows  that  the  nations  were 
interested  in  building  peace. 

a.  League  of  Nations:  to  do  their  best  to  stop  war  ( disarmament ) 

b.  Treaty  of  Locarno:  to  settle  disputes  through  the  League 

c.  Briand-Kellogg  Pact:  to  condemn  war  as  a solution  to  international  conflicts 

2.  What  four  nations  belonged  to  all  three  of  these  collective  security  agreements? 

a.  Great  Britain 

b.  France 

c.  Italy 

d.  Germany 

3.  List  two  contributions  made  by  the  League  in  the  1920s  to  increase  international  cooperation. 
To  increase  international  cooperation,  the  League 

• assisted  refugees  and  prisoners  after  World  War  I 

• provided  food  and  medical  assistance  and  created  better  working  conditions 
Did  you  think  of  others? 


Social  Studies  33 


7 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  6 


4.  Read  the  three  statements  below. 

A.  The  League  didn’t  solve  any  disputes  at  all. 

B.  The  League  solved  some  disputes,  but  not  all. 

C.  The  League  solved  all  disputes. 

Write  down  the  statement  you  feel  is  the  most  true.  Give  a reason  to  support  your  choice. 

Statement  B is  most  true;  some  disputes  were  solved , but  not  all. 

Italy  invaded  Africa , and  Japan  invaded  China.  Neither  was  stopped. 

5.  Complete  the  following  sentences  in  as  much  detail  as  you  can. 

a.  Japan  attacked  Manchuria  in  1931  because  Japan  needed  raw  materials  and  living  space  for 
its  population. 

b.  When  China  appealed  to  the  League,  the  League  asked  Japan  to  withdraw  troops  from 
China. 

c.  The  League  should  have  used  sanctions,  but  in  fact  it  didn’t  do  this. 

d.  This  was  important  because  other  nations  observed  that  the  League  did  not  take  action. 

e.  When  Italy  attacked  Ethiopia,  the  League  stated  that  Italy  was  the  aggressor  and  imposed 
economic  sanctions. 

f.  Economic  sanctions  did  not  work  because  these  sanctions  weren’t  put  on  the  sale  of  oil 
needed  for  Italian  ships.  Sanctions  on  oil  sales  would  have  stopped  the  attack  on  Ethiopia. 

g.  Britain  and  France  should  have  prevented  Italy  from  using  the  Suez  Canal  because  it  made  it 
easier  for  Italy  to  attack  Ethiopia. 

h.  Britain  and  France  offered  Italy  a deal  if  Italy  stopped  fighting;  that  is,  they  gave  Italy 
territory  in  Ethiopia. 

6.  After  examining  the  evidence,  explain  in  your  own  words  whether  you  think  the  League  was  an 

effective  tool  in  settling  international  disputes.  Support  your  answer  with  two  reasons. 

This  question  asks  for  your  own  opinion.  A possible  answer  is  this: 

No.  Although  it  settled  some  minor  disputes,  it  failed  to  stop  Japanese  aggression  in  Manchuria 

and  Italian  aggression  in  Ethiopia. 
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Section  1 : Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  Pretend  you  are  a German  soldier  who  fought  in  World  War  I.  You  have  just  heard  the  peace 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  Write  a paragraph  or  two  in  your  diary  describing  your 
reaction  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 

The  paragraph  in  the  diary  would  probably  include  feelings  of  anger  and  resentment  because 
Germany  felt  it  had  been  punished.  Keep  in  mind  war  guilt,  reparations,  lost  territory  and 
colonies,  and  reduction  of  army  and  navy . 

Enrichment 

1.  Write  a short  letter  that  you  would  send  to  your  parents  describing  the  conditions  under  which 
you  live. 

The  soldier's  letter  would  probably  describe  the  terrible  conditions  in  the  trenches. 

2.  Pretend  you  are  a government  official  who  censors  (reads  and  revises)  all  letters  that  are  sent  to 
the  Home  Front.  Rewrite  the  censored  version  of  your  letter  that  your  parents  would  receive. 

The  censored  letter  would  be  more  positive  and  optimistic  to  give  a good  impression  to  the 
people  at  home. 
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Section  2:  Challenges  to  International  Security 

Key  Concepts 

• depression 

• militarism 

• aggression 

• appeasement 

Section  2 examines  global  depression  and  the  rise  of  totalitarian  states  and  their  impact  on 
international  relations. 

Generalization: 

• Economic  crisis  may  have  an  impact  on  international  relations. 

Section  2:  Activity  1 

1.  Explain  two  economic  problems  Germany  experienced  before  the  Depression. 

Economic  problems  Germany  experienced  before  the  Depression  were  as  follows: 

• Germany  had  to  borrow  money  from  the  US.  to  make  reparations  payments. 

• Due  to  inflation,  the  German  mark  declined  drastically. 

2.  Why  did  Germany  stop  making  reparations  payments? 

The  United  States  stopped  its  loan  to  Germany,  so  Germany  had  no  money  to  make  reparations 
payments  to  European  countries. 

Section  2:  Activity  2 

1.  List  three  characteristics  that  will  help  you  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word  “depression.” 
Characteristics  of  the  word  " depression ” include 

• declining  business  activity 

• high  unemployment 

• falling  prices  and  wages 
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2.  Explain  how  dictators  rise  to  power  during  periods  of  economic  depression. 

Poverty  often  produces  feelings  of  anger,  frustration,  and  resentment  in  people.  Dictators  play 
upon  these  feelings  and  promise  people  jobs  and  better  times. 

3.  What  were  conditions  like  in  Canada  before  the  Depression? 

Before  the  Depression,  Canada  was  reasonably  prosperous;  no  one  seemed  worried  about  the 
future. 

4.  List  four  problems  faced  by  the  farmers  during  the  Depression. 

Problems  faced  by  farmers  during  the  Depression  included 

• increased  prices  for  farm  machinery,  gas,  and  oil 

• drought 

• falling  grain  prices 

• grasshopper  infestations 

5.  What  effects  of  the  Depression  did  the  writer  of  the  article  notice  in  his  community? 

In  the  writer's  community 

• wages  were  cut 

• unemployment  became  a fear 

6.  Why  did  men  “ride  the  rods”  during  the  Great  Depression? 

Men  rode  the  rods  hoping  to  find  employment  in  other  towns  and  cities. 

7.  What  words  can  you  use  to  describe  how  you  would  feel  if  you  were  the  writer  of  this  letter? 
Possible  words  are  "frustrated,"  "bitter,"  "desperate."  Did  you  think  of  others? 

8.  Imagine  yourself  in  the  situation  described  in  Source  3.  Are  there  any  steps  you  feel  the 
government  could  take  to  reduce  the  human  misery  under  which  you  are  suffering?  Explain. 

The  government  could  intervene  directly  in  the  economy,  e.g.,  reduce  tariffs  as  did  Franklin 
Roosevelt  in  his  New  Deal. 
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Section  2:  Activity  3 

1 .  Unemployment  in  Canada  ranges  between  seven  percent  and  ten  percent  of  the  work  force.  List 
the  percentage  of  people  unemployed  in  1932  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  Germany. 


United  States 
Great  Britain 
Germany 


23% 


17% 


13% 


2.  a.  For  which  candidate  would  you  vote? 

More  than  likely  Candidate  A would  receive  your  vote. 
b.  Give  three  reasons  why  you  voted  for  your  particular  candidate. 

Here  are  possible  answers: 

• The  candidate  promises  you  a job. 

• The  candidate  offers  you  security  and  stability  (sound  economy  and  military  strength). 

• The  candidate  promises  that  pride  will  be  restored  (cease  reparations  payments). 

3.  List  five  reasons  why  Hitler  was  able  to  gain  power  in  Germany. 

Hitler  was  able  to  gain  power  because  he 

• condemned  reparations  payments 

• promised  jobs 

• ignored  the  Treaty  of  Versailles 

• created  more  arms 

• promised  to  make  Germany  powerful  and  restore  its  pride 
Did  you  think  of  others? 

4.  Do  you  see  any  differences  between  the  promises  made  by  Candidate  A and  Hitler?  Explain. 
Have  you  explained  your  answer  clearly? 

5.  Which  of  the  promises  made  by  Hitler  would  appeal  to  the  following  groups? 

a.  The  average  unemployed  German:  He  promised  jobs. 

b.  Middle-class  business  people:  He  promised  to  get  rid  of  communism  and  restore  German  pride . 
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6.  a.  Hitler’s  rise  to  power  during  the  Depression  led  to  a number  of  foreign  policy  changes.  These 

were  listed  as  part  of  Hitler’s  promises  to  the  German  people.  State  three  promises  that  illustrate 
German  foreign  policy  changes. 

Promises  that  illustrate  foreign  policy  changes  were  that  he  would 

• ignore  the  Treaty  of  Versailles 

• stop  reparations  payments 

• restore  German  pride  and  rearm 

b.  Based  on  this  information,  write  a generalization  (a  general  summary  statement)  that  describes 
the  impact  of  the  Depression  on  international  relations. 

The  Depression  contributed  to  Hitler's  rise  to  power,  resulting  in  rearmament,  introduction  of 
compulsory  military  service,  and,  finally,  aggressive  policies  that  caused  World  War  II. 

7.  a.  Explain  two  methods  used  by  Hitler  to  “win  people  over”  to  his  ideas. 

Two  methods  used  by  Hitler  to  “ win  people  over ” to  his  ideas  were 

• propaganda 

• force  and  terror 

b.  Make  brief  notes  to  help  you  understand  the  following  terms: 

Master  race:  those  Germans  who  were  of  pure  Aryan  race 
Anti-Semitic:  opposed  to  Jews;  denying  Jews  rights  that  other  citizens  have 

8.  Explain  live  characteristics  of  fascism 
Characteristics  of  fascism  include 

• nationalism 

• totalitarianism 

• aggressive  policies 

• use  of  violence  to  get  rid  of  opponents 

• use  of  propaganda 

9.  How  did  Germany  reduce  its  unemployment  rate  from  13  percent  to  0 percent? 

Hitler  introduced  conscription  or  compulsory  military  service. 


Social  Studies  33 


13 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  6 


10.  List  three  ways  in  which  Hitler  broke  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles? 

Hitler  broke  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  when  he 

• created  jobs  in  the  armed  forces 

• rearmed  Germany 

• marched  troops  into  demilitarized  zones 

Section  2:  Activity  4 

1 . Explain  four  reasons  why  Japan  felt  it  had  a “right”  to  invade  another  country’s  territory. 
Japan  felt  it  had  a “right”  to  invade  another’s  territory  because  Japan 

• needed  raw  materials 

• had  a growing  population  and  needed  living  space 

• felt  it  had  a right  to  be  in  China  because  it  already  had  a colony  there 

• wanted  a strong  armed  forces  to  rid  the  Far  East  of  western  influence 

2.  How  did  collective  security  (the  League  of  Nations)  fail  to  stop  Japanese  aggression? 

The  League  did  not  impose  sanctions  on  Japan  for  invading  Manchuria. 

3.  In  a few  sentences,  explain  the  meaning  of  the  following  terms.  Give  an  example  of  each  one. 

Aggression:  hostile  action  by  one  nation  towards  another, 

e.g.,  Hitler  annexed  Austria. 

Japan  invaded  Manchuria. 

Italy  invaded  Ethiopia. 

Lebensraum:  German  term  for  living  space 
e.g.,  Germany  annexed  Austria. 

Appeasement:  giving  in  to  another  country  to  avoid  war 
e.g.,  Germany  gained  the  Sudetenland. 

4.  List  three  aggressive  moves  made  by  Hitler  from  1936  to  1938. 

Three  aggressive  moves  by  Hitler  were  that  he 

• occupied  the  Rhineland  - 1936 

• sent  troops  into  the  annexed  Austria  - 1938 

• invaded  Czechoslovakia  - 1938 
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5.  Put  these  events  in  the  order  in  which  they  happened  by  placing  numbers  1 to  6 in  the  blank  in 
front  of  each 

j a.  Hitler  insists  on  occupying  the  Sudetenland. 

4 b.  The  four  powers  meet  in  Munich. 

£ c.  Hitler  annexes  Austria. 

5 d.  German  troops  invade  Czechoslovakia. 

1 e.  German  troops  approach  the  west  bank  of  the  Rhine. 


Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 


1.  A Jewish  couple  lives  in  Germany  in  1938.  They  have  two  young  children  going  to  school. 
They  own  their  own  home  and  have  a small  business.  List  the  reasons  they  might  have  for 
leaving  Germany.  List  the  reasons  why  they  might  stay  in  Germany.  Based  on  the  above 
reasons,  decide  what  the  couple  should  do. 


Here  are  some  possible  reasons: 


For  leaving: 


• Jews  were  persecuted  and  banned  from  marrying  Germans. 

• Jews  had  no  rights;  their  businesses  were  confiscated. 

• Children  attended  Nazi- dominated  schools  where  history  was  rewritten. 


For  staying : 


Germany  had  been  their  family  home  for  generations. 

Their  children  would  have  to  leave  there,  and  possibly  learn  a new 
language. 

They  worried  about  finding  jobs  to  support  their  family  in  a new  country. 


Look  at  both  sides  of  the  argument  and  decide  which  position  is  more  reasonable. 

2.  Write  a conversation  between  two  workers  in  Berlin,  Germany  in  1933.  One  worker  is  a great 
fan  of  Hitler  and  his  promises  to  the  German  people;  the  other  is  married  to  a Jew  and  is  opposed 
to  Hitler. 

The  worker  supporting  Hitler  would  probably  speak  of  Hitler  s promises:  jobs,  a sound 
economy,  national  pride,  etc.  The  worker  opposed  to  Hitler  most  probably  would  speak  on 
Hitler’ s anti-Semitic  policies,  denial  of  Jewish  rights,  and  persecution. 
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Enrichment 

1 . The  following  is  a quote  from  Adolf  Hider: 

“For  five  years  I have  been  in  power  and  in  five  years,  I have  tom  page  after  page  of  the 
Versailles  Treaty  from  its  binding.” 

a.  In  your  own  words,  explain  what  Hider  meant  by  the  above  quote. 

Hitler  broke  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 

b.  List  the  “pages”  (terms)  he  had  “tom”  from  the  treaty. 

Rearmament , strengthened  armed  forces  ( conscription ),  and  the  invasion  of  the  Rhineland 
were  some  of  the  " pages  torn ” from  the  treaty. 

2.  Franklin  Roosevelt,  along  with  other  world  leaders,  tried  to  handle  the  Depression  by  introducing 
economic  reforms  and  social  welfare  programs.  Research  the  new  reforms  President  Roosevelt 
introduced  in  his  “New  Deal”  for  the  American  people  and  write  a short  essay  explaining  these 
reforms. 

Roosevelt  believes  that  the  American  government  must  set  up  a plan  to  try  to  end  the  Depression 
in  the  United  States.  In  1933,  the  New  Deal  tried  to  solve  the  problems  by 

• passing  laws  to  set  a limit  on  working  hours 

• providing  fair  wages  for  workers 

• helping  labour  unions 

• trying  to  raise  crop  prices 

• making  government  loans  to  farmers  to  pay  their  debts 

• introducing  social  security  programs  that  gave  pensions  to  workers  at  age  sixty-five  and 
weekly  payments  to  American  workers  who  had  lost  their  jobs 

• loaning  money  to  homeowners  and  building  public  housing  projects 


Section  2 Assignment 

For  each  of  the  following  topics  write  a brief  paragraph  ( five  to  ten  sentences)  explaining  in  your 
own  words  how  these  events  brought  the  world  to  the  brink  of  War  in  1939. 

1 . The  Treaty  of  Versailles 

The  Germans  felt  that  they  were  punished  by  the  harsh  terms  of  the  Treaty  (students  should  give 
at  least  two  examples  of  the  terms).  Hitler  was  able  to  capitalize  on  their  bitterness  and 
frustration  and  promise  to  restore  their  pride. 
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2.  The  World  Depression 

Poverty  often  produces  feelings  of  anger,  frustration,  and  resentment  in  people.  Dictators  use 
this  frustration  to  gain  power.  They  create  scapegoats  for  the  ills  in  society.  Support  with 
example  must  be  supplied. 

3.  Aggressive  Policies 

In  order  to  create  jobs  and  restore  national  pride,  countries  have  used  militarism  and  aggressive 
policies  to  expand  territory.  Collective  security  fails  to  stop  the  aggression  and  other  countries, 
fearing  war,  do  nothing,  ( appeasement ). 

Examples  of  aggression: 

Japan  - Manchuria 

Hitler  - Czechoslovakia , Poland 

Examples  should  be  given  in  each  paragraph. 


Section  3:  Causes  of  World  War  II 

Key  Concepts: 

• nationalism 

• racism 

• arms  race 

• total  war 

• genocide 

Section  3 looks  at  the  causes  of  the  Second  World  War.  Students  will  examine  how  racism  and 
nationalism  helped  lead  to  war.  The  plight  of  Jews  in  Germany  at  the  time  of  World  War  II  will  be 
examined  in  particular. 

Generalization: 

• Developments  in  military  technology  coupled  with  extreme  nationalism  and  racism  have 
increased  the  destructiveness  of  war. 


Teaching  Suggestions: 

Motivate  the  students  by  trying  to  show  how  the  various  topics  under  discussion  apply  to  the 
students’  lives. 
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Section  3:  Activity  1 

1.  Examine  the  statements  below.  Mark  an  N beside  the  statement  if  it  is  very  nationalistic  and 
selfish  in  outlook.  Mark  a I if  the  statement  expresses  an  international  or  world  view  which 
could  promote  international  cooperation. 

f a.  War  is  an  unreasonable  way  to  settle  international  disputes. 

N b.  Our  country  should  prevent  certain  religious  and  racial  groups  from  living 

here. 

j c.  People  should  become  world  citizens  rather  than  national  citizens. 


I 


N 


N 


I 


I 


d.  People  should  be  willing  to  lower  their  standard  of  living  so  they  can  help 
raise  the  standard  of  living  in  other  countries. 

e.  Immigrants  should  not  be  allowed  into  our  country  as  they  take  jobs  from 
our  workers. 

f.  We  should  be  willing  to  fight  for  our  country  even  if  the  causes  of  war  are 
not  justified. 

g.  A world  government  that  promotes  the  well-being  of  all  nations  would 
prevent  war. 

h.  People  should  be  allowed  to  live  anywhere  in  the  world. 


1 i.  Our  nation  is  not  superior  to  other  nations. 

I j.  Our  nation  should  cooperate  in  world  disarmament  programs  to  prevent 

future  conflicts. 

2.  List  three  characteristics  of  nationalism. 

Three  characteristics  of  nationalism  are 

• pride 

• patriotism 

• loyalty 

3.  Give  an  example  to  show  how  nationalism  can  be  a good  thing. 

Answers  will  vary.  Cultural  groups  can  create  art , architecture,  foods,  ethnic  dances,  etc.  that 
enhance  the  social  fabric  of  a society. 
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4.  Extreme  nationalism  can  lead  to  mass  hysteria,  terrorism,  and  aggression  where  another 
country’s  territory  is  invaded.  Give  an  example  of  each  of  the  above. 

a.  Mass  hysteria:  huge  rallies ; masses  hypnotized  by  Hitler’s  speeches. 

b.  Terrorism:  concentration  camps ; Gestapo 

c.  Aggression:  Italian  invasion  of  Africa;  German  annexation  of  Austria 

5.  Hitler  used  nationalism  to  achieve  his  goals.  He  was  able  to  instill  pride,  patriotism,  and  loyalty 
in  the  average  German  citizen  through  a carefully  organized  plan.  Based  on  the  knowledge  you 
have  gained  to  this  point,  explain  how  Hitler  used  nationalism  to  achieve  his  goals. 

Possible  answers  should  include  the  fact  that  Hitler  aroused  national  pride  through 

• propaganda 

• use  of  rituals! symbols 

• military  buildup 

• using  Jews  as  scapegoats 

6.  The  following  exercise  will  help  you  get  a clearer  understanding  of  the  motives  for  war. 

Match  the  terms  on  the  left  with  the  statement  on  the  right  that  illustrates  an  example  of  each  of 


the  motives. 

1 

a. 

Greed 

1. 

Germany  wanted  more  “living  space”. 

3 

b. 

Pride 

2. 

Germany  should  have  a strong  military  to  protect  its 
borders. 

4 

c. 

Hate  (racism) 

3. 

Germany  was  humiliated  by  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  It 
wanted  revenge. 

2 

d. 

Fear  (insecurity) 

4. 

Hitler  said  Jewish  people  were  responsible  for  the 
economic  depression  in  Germany. 

Section  3:  Activity  2 

1 . Place  an  “F”  beside  the  statements  that  are  based  on  fact.  Place  an  “Q”  beside  the  statements 
that  you  think  are  based  upon  unsupported  opinion. 

O a.  Europeans  are  very  ambitious,  capable,  and  intelligent. 

F b.  The  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective  in  dealing  with  the  aggressive  acts  of  Japan 

and  Italy. 

O c.  Oriental  people  have  many  funny  habits  and  manners. 

O. .......  d.  Italians  are  more  prone  to  crime  and  violence  than  other  people. 
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O e.  Jewish  people  quite  often  become  wealthy  by  manipulating  others. 

F_ f.  The  nuclear  aims  race  threatens  the  safety  and  survival  of  all  people. 

O g.  Black  people  often  lack  ambition  and  dependability. 

h.  The  Germans  were  very  dissatisfied  with  the  Treaty  of  Versailles. 

O i.  People  of  different  racial  backgrounds  should  live  in  segregated  neighbourhoods. 

O j.  A white  person  is  more  likely  to  succeed  in  education. 


2.  As  you  listen  to  the  viewpoint  of  others,  why  do  you  think  it  is  important  to  be  able  to  distinguish 
fact  from  opinion? 

It  is  important  to  be  able  to  distinguish  fact  from  opinion  so  that  one  does  not  make  incorrect 
assumptions  about  a person  or  group . That  could  lead  to  racism . 


Section  3:  Activity  3 

1 . A scapegoat  is  a person  or  persons  blamed  for  the  problems  in  society.  Why  were  Jewish  people 
used  as  scapegoats  during  the  Depression? 

Jews  were  successful  in  business  while  the  average  German  was  either  unemployed  or  suffering 
economic  hardships.  This  caused  jealousy  and  resentment  against  the  Jews. 

2.  List  two  words  found  in  the  reading  that  describe  the  feelings  some  Germans  had  about  Jewish 
people. 

Words  that  describe  the  feelings  some  Germans  had  about  Jewish  people  include 

• jealousy 

• resentment 

• intolerance 

3.  How  did  Adolf  Hitler  describe  Jewish  people? 

Hitler  said  Jewish  people  were  a race  and  not  a religious  community , and  interested  only  in 
money,  material  goods,  and  power. 

4.  In  the  early  years  before  World  War  II,  what  action  did  Germany  take  towards  the  Jewish 
people? 

• Their  civil  rights  were  abolished. 
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5.  a.  What  was  Hitler’s  main  objective  (goal)  in  regards  to  the  Jewish  people? 

Hitler’s  main  objective  was  to  destroy  Jews  once  and  for  all. 
b.  List  three  methods  he  used  to  try  to  achieve  his  goals? 

Three  methods  he  used  to  try  to  achieve  his  goals  were 

• extermination  camps,  medical  experiments 

• mass  murders 

• starvation,  concentration  camps 

6.  Is  there  any  evidence  that  people  tried  to  help  the  Jewish  people?  Support  your  answer. 

Yes,  Angelo  Roncalli  (Pope  John  XXIII)  saved  many  by  issuing  thousands  of  Christian  baptismal 
certificates  to  Jews. 

1.  a.  How  important  do  you  think  Holocaust  education  is? 

This  question  calls  for  your  opinion. 
b.  Why? 

Have  you  presented  your  reason  clearly? 

Section  3 : Activity  4 

1 . Explain  the  difference  between  the  following: 

a.  Limited  warfare:  Use  of  conventional  weapons  (tanks,  hand  granades,  bayonets,  mines), 

e.g..  World  War  I 

b.  Total  war:  a war  involving  the  full  mobilization  of  a nation  s military,  economic,  and 

social  resources,  e.g.,  World  War  II 

2.  What  do  the  pictures  tell  you  about  the  characteristics  (traits)  and  consequences  (results)  of 
World  War  II?  Using  the  pictures  and  information  given,  summarize  your  findings  in  the  chart 
on  the  following  page.  There  can  be  more  than  one  consequence  to  an  action.  A few  samples 
have  been  given. 
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Characteristics  of  World  War  II 

Consequences  of  World  War  II 

Civilians  were  targets  of  mass 
bombings. 

Children  lived  in  fear. 

War  dead  increased. 

Women  worked  in  men’s  jobs. 

Attempts  were  made  at  genocide. 

Six  million  Jewish  people  died. 

Destructive  Power  of  nuclear  war 
was  shown. 

Humanity  realized  that  it  could 
destroy  itself 

War  crimes  were  committed. 

People  were  responsible  for  inhuman 
actions  towards  other  people. 

Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  The  following  exercise  will  help  you  get  a clearer  understanding  of  some  of  the  terms  used  in 
this  section. 

Match  the  terms  on  the  left  with  their  correct  meanings. 


1 

a. 

Nationalism 

1. 

when  a country  favours  its  own  concerns  over  those  of  another 

5 

b. 

Racism 

2. 

competition  among  nations  to  develop  the  most  powerful 
weapons 

4 

c. 

Final  Solution 

3. 

an  attempt  to  inform  people  about  the  tragedies  of  the  Jewish 
people  in  World  War  II 

2 

d. 

Arms  race 

4. 

a plan  to  physically  exterminate  all  Jewish  people 

3 

e. 

Holocaust 

Education 

5. 

holding  a belief  that  one  racial/ethnic  group  is  superior  to 
another 
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2.  Keep  a scrapbook  and  clip  items  from  magazines  and  newspapers  that  deal  with  the  reduction  of 
arms  in  various  countries.  Make  a list  of  those  countries  supporting,  and  those  not  supporting, 
the  arms  reductions. 

Answers  will  be  determined  by  your  choice  of  articles. 

3.  a.  Write  a short  paragraph  describing  the  Holocaust. 

Holocaust  - the  systematic  killing  of  over  six  million  Jews  from  1933  to  1945.  Jews  were 
deported,  murdered,  tortured,  experimented  on,  sent  to  extermination  camps  to  starve  to 
death,  and  gassed  in  ovens. 

b.  Give  some  idea  of  the  everyday  life  and  fears  of  the  Jewish  people  living  in  a country 
occupied  and  ruled  by  the  Nazis. 

Jews  lived  in  constant  fear  for  their  own  lives  as  well  as  those  of  their  families. 


Enrichment 

1 . Anne  Frank  was  a thirteen-year-old  Jewish  girl  hiding  with  her  family  in  Holland  during  the 
Nazi  occupation.  After  two  years  of  hiding  they  were  discovered  and  sent  to  a concentration 
camp  in  Auschwitz.  Anne  died  in  the  camp,  but  her  diary  was  found  and  published  after  the  war. 

Obtain  the  book.  The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank,  from  a library.  After  reading  the  diary,  do  the 
following: 

a.  Summarize  in  paragraph  form  the  feelings  Anne  experienced  during  her  two-year  captivity. 

Anne  Frank  was  living  in  a sealed- off  back  room  in  an  Amsterdam  office  with  her  parents, 
sister,  and  four  other  people;  her  diary  describes  the  frustrations  and  irritability  caused  by 
cramped  quarters.  News  events  such  as  D-Day,  June  6, 1944,  were  also  described. 

b.  Anne  stated  that  her  family  was  “luckier  than  millions  of  people.”  Explain  reasons  why  she 
felt  this  way. 

Anne  thought  her  family  was  luckier  than  most  as  she 

• knew  of  people  being  dragged  off,  deprived  of  their  possessions 

• saw  families  torn  apart 

• witnessed  children  returning  from  school  and  finding  parents  gone 

• saw  Dutch  families  watch  their  sons  sent  to  Germany 

• heard  of  thousands  of  people  killed  through  bombing 
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2.  Research  one  major  event  of  World  War  II  (examples:  Dunkirk,  Pearl  Harbor,  Battle  of  Britain). 
Summarize  your  findings  and,  if  possible,  report  them  to  a group  or  the  class. 

Answers  should  include  these: 

• reasons  (motives)  for  the  event 

• countries  involved 

• characteristics 

• consequences 

3.  If  you  have  access  to  a cassette  recorder,  play  the  tape  How  to  End  a War  (Side  1)  in  the 
Cooperation  and  Conflict  Among  Nations  series. 

a.  List  the  reasons  discussed  by  President  Harry  Truman  that  supported  the  use  of  the  bomb  by 
the  United  States  to  end  World  War  II. 

Truman  stated  that 

• it  would  be  criminally  irresponsible  not  to  use  something  that  could  end  the  war 

• he  wanted  something  that  would  bring  the  war  to  an  end  effectively  and  fast. 

• the  Americans  had  informed  the  Russians  that  they  would  use  the  bomb.  The  Russians 
stated  that  they  " hoped  the  Americans  would  use  it.” 

b.  List  the  reasons  discussed  that  do  not  support  the  use  of  the  bomb. 

The  possibility  that  the  bomb  will  endanger  civilization  and  the  results , or  side  effects,  of  the 
bomb  are  reasons  for  not  supporting  its  use. 

c.  Do  you  feel  that  enough  research  was  done  on  the  destructive  effect  of  the  bomb  to  justify  its  use 
on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki?  Explain. 

Did  you  give  reasons  for  your  decision? 
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Section  3 Assignment 

In  a short  essay  describe  how  extreme  nationalism  and  racism  were  contributing  causes  of  World 
War  II. 

Possible  answers  include  the  following  points: 

Hitler  aroused  national  pride  through 

• propaganda 

• use  of  symbols! rituals 

• military  pride,  which  led  to  aggressive  policies  against  Austria,  Czechoslovakia,  and  Poland, 
resulting  in  war 

• racist  polices  ( Jews  were  used  as  scapegoats  for  the  ills  of  society.) 

Hitler  was  able  to  use  German  national  pride  to  support  his  racist  beliefs.  He  had  ended  the 
depression  by  drastically  reducing  unemployment  mainly  by  means  of  military  conscription 
and  public  works  projects.  Agricultural  production  increased. 
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